Good evening, my name is John Smith, I am two-time past president of this club and I’m very proud to represent Cupertino De Anza Lions tonight.  This is a club that was founded 56 years ago by a group of teachers who had an early start at 6:45 AM every Thursday before daily classes began.
Throughout our existence we have supported the Crippled Childrens’ Camp (now Camp Via), in the Cupertino foothills just above the dam, by providing a petting zoo, a wheelchair accessible garden and annual upkeep and maintenance of the facility.  The garden is still flourishing  but unfortunately the petting zoo had to close as it became a source of sustenance to local wildlife.  
Various fund raising events have  included selling fireworks, an annual Charity Golf Tournament, a bike ride for diabetes, a unique event when we cooked burgers  and sold Snow Cones on Highway 85 on the Sunday before the freeway opened.  For many years we sold furniture and household items from a monthly stall at the De Anza flea market and recently we have raised significant funds by providing assistance to Register of Voters.
Our service events include a High School Speech contest, Project Linus – providing home-made blankets to traumatized children, annual Thanksgiving Food Drive providing 2,000 meals to Santa Clara County families at food risk.   We have always provided eyeglass recycling to clinics abroad by collecting glasses from banks, hospitals, libraries and opticians.  Our Lions District owns a traveling health service vehicle that attends public events as far south as Kings City.  A recent addition has been to run Vision Clinics locally .  
Our club is proud to have sponsored the first clinic in our District and in the last 2 years we have run 5 more events in San Jose, Santa Clara, Watsonville, Salinas and at the Mexican Consulate in San Jose. Lions provide eye exams using a team of dedicated volunteer optometrists and recycled glasses to uninsured patients at no cost.  To date, over 2,000 patients have benefited from this service.
Our future plans are to increase volunteerism in Cupertino, to mount a club membership drive, to increase awareness of Lions via social media, to establish partnership with businesses and corporations in Cupertino, and to participate in city projects and work with other non-profits to increase our effectivity.
Our club is sincerely honored to be recognized by this proclamation and  we pledge to continue our community work to the best of our ability.
